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Directors Message  
Dave Sampson, Executive Director  

 
 
As the Executive Director of Computers for 
Communities (C4C), I am very excited to announce the 
release of our first newsletter. We hope that the 
information contained within this, and future 

newsletters help raise awareness about the divide in our 
community between those who have access to computer 
technology and those who are falling behind.  
 
It is of course a challenge to track each individual in the 
city to determine whether or not they have access to 
computers. In order to help with this challenge, we rely 
on the hard work done by those at Statistics Canada to 
produce the Canadian Census.  
 
According to 2006 statistics, there are 54,000 households 
in the Ottawa area without a computer and 128,000 
households without access to the Internet. The next 
census is due out in May, 2011 at which point we can 
see what the recent trend of this divide is and continue 
to work with our partners to narrow the gap. 
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Success Stories 
Danny Starr 
 
We are pleased to announce that in the past months we 
have donated 12 refurbished computers back into the 
Ottawa Community. Through our recent partnerships 
and the ongoing efforts of our dedicated volunteers who 
refurbish and deliver computers, 12 Ottawa area 
families that previously did not have computers are 
now enjoying the benefits of 
technology in their own homes. 
 
You can read a more detailed description of our recent 
donation efforts on our blog at 
http://computersforcommunities.ca/en/blog 

 

Two recipients of one of our most recent computer donations. 

____________________________________ 

Partnership Roundup 
Danny Starr  
 

Thanks to all of our wonderful partners for all the 
guidance and help they have given so far in 2011. It’s 
shaping up to be a busy year as we have already signed 
two new partnerships. We will be distributing 
computers through both Habitat for Humanity National 
Capital Region and Immigrant Women Services of 
Ottawa (IWSO).  

In January, Partnership Director, Danny Starr, and C4C 
volunteers Lisa and Antoine attended a graduation 
ceremony at IWSO for women graduating from their 
computer training program.  

 

 

The graduation ceremony at IWSO.  
_______________________________________________________ 

Ottawa Public Library 
Distributes Free Software 
Dave Sampson 
 
Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) is defined by 
Wikipedia as “ software that is liberally licensed to grant the 
right of users to use, study, change, and improve its design 
through the availability of its source code.” With respect to 
the term Free, “free refers to the freedom to copy and re-use 
the software, rather than to the price of the software.” 
However, often with FOSS the end user is granted permission 
to use the software free of charge. 

FOSS is often available free of charge for people to 
download from various locations on the Internet. How-
ever, consider that 74,000 households in the Ottawa area 
have access to a computer but no Internet. This means 
that downloading free software is out of reach for them. 
Also, consider all of the households that access the 
Internet through a dial up modem, Ottawa's National 
Capital Freenet (http://ncf.ca) services the largest 
number of dial up Internet connections in the region. 
 
Now with a three way partnership between the Ottawa 
Public Library, Computers for Communities and the 
Ottawa Canada Linux Users group 
(http://ocloug.on.ca) we have made a Free and Open 
Source Software Operating System, called Ubuntu 
Linux, available to citizens of Ottawa.  
 
Ubuntu Linux is designed for desktop users with a full 
suite of office productivity tools, graphics applications, 
music players and video applications. The CD’s can be 
found by entering “Ubuntu 10.04” into the libraries 
catalogue search page. These “Live Cd’s” allow people 
to try the software live from the CD before deciding if 
they wish to install it alongside or over top of their old 
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operating system. 
 
Computers for Communities will continue to work to 
bring citizens of Ottawa more software choices through 
our city’s library. 
________________________________________________ 

Volunteering For Grades 
Jeff Thornton  

I am a full-time student at Algonquin College in the 
Computer Systems Technician course, and I’m a C4C 
volunteer. One of the general elective courses available 
to students is the Community Service course, which al-
lows students to count volunteer work for grades. I was 
very intrigued by this course and attempted to enroll 
the first time course selection was offered to us. How-
ever, the course filled up rapidly, but I was able to snag 
it the second time around. During the course, we wrote 
about our experiences and a bit about the background of 
the organization we chose. In my researching of Com-
puters for Communities, I came to appreciate the sim-
plicity and noble goals that this organization can offer. 
 
C4C has a lofty and warm hearted goal of connecting 
those with too many computers, such as companies or 
organizations, to those without access to computers in 
their household. The ultimate goal is to help citizens 
help themselves, while they develop new skills and earn 
a computer through volunteer work.   
 
The process of getting a computer to end users is quite 
an ingenious one. It begins with donations to C4C. 
Normally, when companies get rid of surplus com-
puters, they must pay someone to dispose of them. C4C 
takes the computers for free and, in some instances, the 
company donating the computers will also donate the 
fees they would have spent recycling the units.  
 
C4C’s job after that is to refurbish the computers and get 
them to those in need.  Those wishing to earn a com-
puter are encouraged to help in the refurbishment proc-
ess. 24 hours of volunteer time earns them a computer. 
Thereby, the recipient learns about computers and also 
has helped their community at the same time.  
 
My role as a volunteer is an @Home Refurbisher. In my 

spare time, in the comfort of my own home I work on 
computers that need to be refurbished. While I may not 
cash in on the free computer at the end, I feel a great 
sense of accomplishment knowing that my work will 
help those unable to bridge the digital divide. While all I 
have to show tangibly is course grades, I look forward 
to seeing how happy my work can make those less for-
tunate.  
 
I will be continuing my work with C4C long after my 
term at Algonquin is over, and I think that is a real ac-
complishment on the part of the College and anyone 
that partners with them. 
__________________________________________________ 

Free Software For Windows Users 
Adam Hunt 

Trying out free software doesn't require switching your 
operating system to Linux and giving up the comfort of 
Windows. The best way to get acquainted with free 
software, without any risk or much learning curve, is to 
start by installing a few free software applications on 
your present Windows computer. As long as you are 
running Windows XP or newer there are tens of thou-
sands of free software applications you can try out and 
the best part is that they are all free! Many people are 
already using free software and may not even realize it. 
A good example is the very popular Mozilla Firefox free 
software web browser. 
 
Let's start with something easy - how about a media 
player? VLC is probably the best media player available 
anywhere. It was started as a student project at the 
École Centrale Paris in France, but today is maintained 
by a large community. It will play just about any kind of 
video or audio format and has a lot of nice features like 
a simple interface and a built-in graphic equalizer. Free 
download. 
 
For older Windows XP PCs that are CPU or RAM lim-
ited, a good lightweight alternative is the simple Aqua-
lung music player. Free download. 
 
I distribute a CD of free Windows application software 
through National Capital FreeNet especially for users 
on dial-up who can’t download large files. The descrip-
tion of all these applications is found at 
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http://web.ncf.ca/adamandruth/wincd.html . The NCF 
Free Software discussion group has also compiled a list 
of free software that has been tested and is recom-
mended at 
http://web.ncf.ca/adamandruth/software.html . 
________________________________________________ 

Introducing the Board of Directors 

C4C is based on six principles, which the Board of Directors 
is dedicated to uphold: 

1. There are more surplus computers than there are 
households without a computer. 

2. Computers should be recycled ONLY when they 
reach their end of life, meaning the hardware has 
failed. 

3. A broker is needed to match surplus computers with 
those who can make use of their remaining life. 

4. If an individual does not have the money to 
purchase technology they can contribute community 
service hours to earn one. 

5. To build community technological capacity, 
volunteers can learn new marketable skills through 
experiential education and getting involved. 

6.  Having access to computers only at the workplace, 
school or the library prevents true participation in 
the  
digital economy and prevents the development of 
technological skills. 

 

From left to right: Dave Sampson, Danny Starr, Allison Calcutt, 
and Peter Timusk. Lesley Huppert was missing in action!  

 

Our Directors 

Dave Sampson 
Executive Director and President: Dave Sampson works as 
a technology analyst with the Mapping Information 
Branch of Natural Resources Canada. He has a back-
ground in experiential education and a long history of 
involvement with community service groups. He has 
been involved with successfully implementing open 
source solutions from grassroots users to enterprise en-
vironments. Dave graduated from Lakehead University 
with an Honours Bachelor in Outdoor Recreation, Parks 
and Tourism and a BA in Geography. 

Peter Timusk 
Vice President: Peter has been programming 
computers and volunteering in the community for 
many years. Some of his voluntary work includes board 
member experience in the Community Health sector 
and 6 years experience providing victim support as a 
volunteer and team leader. Peter recently completed a 
Legal Studies BA at Carleton University.  As the Vice 
President of C4C, he combines his professional and 
hobby interests in computing and community work 
drawing from his volunteerism, board and 
environmental volunteering experiences. 

Lesley Huppert 
Director of Administration: Lesley brings over 35 years of 
experience in professional administration in both 
private and public sectors. She is currently the office 
manager of the Ottawa software company FuseTalk 
Inc., and also wears marketing/sales hats. Lesley also 
brings extensive volunteering experience including ten 
years with the Big Sisters Association of Ottawa-
Carleton. 

Allison Calcutt 
Director of Communications: Allison Calcutt works with 
the Community Development and Partnerships 
Directorate at Human Resources and Skills 
Development Canada. She recently graduated from 
Carleton University with a Bachelor in Communications 
and Law with a concentration in Government Policy. 

Danny Starr 
Director of Partnerships: Danny is currently the Director 
of eCommerce for a local startup that has developed a 
smart video monitoring solution for household 
applications. He has a BComm from Mount Allison 
University and an MBA from UBC. If you’re on twitter, 
connect with him @dannystarr 
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Connect with C4C 

C4C wants to hear from you!  

To connect with C4C online visit our website at 
www.computersforcommunities.ca  

 

Follow us on Twitter at @comp4comm  

 

Find us on facebook at 
www.facebook.com/#!/pages/computers-
for communities/141234379234051 

 

Letters to the editor can be sent through our contact 
form on the website, e-mail via 
computers.communities@gmail.com or via regular mail: 

Newsletter Editor 
c/o Computers for Communities 
121 Kenneval Drive 
Ottawa ON 
K2J 3X7 

Donate to C4C 

C4C needs your support! 

C4C is a locally operated, not for profit community 
organization that can only exist with the support from 
people like you.  

To donate visit www.computersforcommunities.ca.  We 
are looking for donations of used computers, time and 
cash. Donate online, or email our Fundraising 
Coordinator, Sarah Magee at mageesarah@live.com if 
you have any questions.  


